TO:

President’s Circle Members

FROM:  
Patricia P. Cormier

DATE:   
May 14, 2004

RE:

Longwood University Update

The students are gone for the summer and it is definitely quieter on the Longwood campus.  However, we are not going to slow down over the next few months, and I wanted to give you a quick update about what is happening at Longwood.  

BROCK COMMONS DEDICATION AND CAMPAIGN FINALE

On April 24, I could not have been prouder of Longwood and its campus.  More than 1700 alumni, students and friends joined us for the Brock Commons dedication, followed that evening by a formal dinner for our most significant donors.  I am so glad that many of you were able to attend.  From the ribbon cutting in the morning to the wonderful picnic under clear blue skies to the room dedications and concluding with one of the classiest dinners that Longwood has ever experienced, it was certainly a day to remember.  As John Adams, member of the Board of Visitors, said, “Success builds on success.”  With the air of excitement and promise felt throughout the day, I have no doubt that we will celebrate more successes in the near future.

ROOMS NAMED AFTER CAMPAIGN DONORS

The next time you are on campus, you may notice that several prominent rooms have recently changed names.  The Board of Visitors approved naming rooms after our most generous benefactors from the recent campaign, and the rooms were dedicated during the Brock Commons dedication and campaign finale on April 24.  We thought you might want to know a little about these generous donors’ backgrounds.

Kay Orr, Class of 1964, left Longwood her estate of approximately $1 million.  Before her death, she was a teacher and guidance counselor in Stafford County.  In honor of Miss Orr’s commitment to education and her generosity to Longwood, the auditorium in the Hull Building will now be called the Orr Auditorium.

Thanks to the generosity of two ladies now deceased, Salon A has become the Nance Room in honor of Nellie Ward Nance, Class of 1915, and Salon B has become the Lewis Room in honor of Bertha Lewis, a friend of Longwood.  Both of these women established endowed scholarship funds at or exceeding $1 million.  

Many of you have heard about Ames Hull Springs Farm in Westmoreland County, which was bequeathed to Longwood along with an operating endowment of $1.5 million by Mary Farley Ames Lee, Class of 1948.  In addition to those gifts, Mrs. Lee left substantial scholarship funding and during her life provided an Education Professorship and regular general support to Longwood.  Mrs. Lee’s lifetime giving to Longwood exceeds $3.1 million dollars.  To recognize Mrs. Lee’s generosity, the Grand Dining Room in the Dining Hall will now be called the Lee Grand Dining Room.

The LCVA recognized two of its most generous donors through the naming of two areas.

The former Third Street Gallery will become the Miller Gallery in the newly renovated Longwood Center for the Visual Arts to recognize Harriet and Bill Miller’s commitment to the LCVA in regard to the operating endowment, annual support, and the renovation to the building.

Bernice and Henry Rowe have bestowed upon Longwood the exquisite collection of Chinese Art that you see every time you enter the Lancaster Gallery.  Fittingly, this area will now be known as the Rowe Gallery.

GRADUATION 2004

Longwood was pleased to award 749 bachelor’s degrees and 118 master’s degrees during our commencement exercises last Saturday; over 7000 people were in attendance on Wheeler Mall.  We were honored to have Julian Bond, chairman of the NAACP, as our commencement speaker in honor of the 50th anniversary of the Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling in which Price Edward played a central role.    Mr. Bond told our graduates, "Wherever you may go from here - if there are hungry minds or hungry bodies nearby, you can feed them.  If there are precincts of the powerless nearby, you can organize them. If there is racial or ethnic injustice, you can attack and destroy it...We all hope that you will do well - but I hope you will also do good. Don't let the din or the dollar deafen you to the quiet desperation of the dispossessed. Don't let the glare of greed blind you to the many in need. You must place interest in principle above interest on principal... Just as it is not enough to disparage evil, it is not enough just to do good."

STATE BUDGET UPDATE

I am happy to report that the General Assembly has ended its budget deadlock and has passed a Biennium Budget for 2004-06.  We are pleased that Longwood University will receive $1.9 million in FY 2004-05 and $3.5 million in FY 2005-06 for base adequacy funding.  This funding is provided to support the institution’s core academic function and allow the institution to serve more students, retain existing students more effectively, increase the number of students receiving a degree and enhance the quality and rigor of its academic programs.  Our faculty and staff will receive a three percent salary increase in November 2004.  Additionally, several capital outlay projects are appropriated through various bonds in the 2004-06 budget, including Phase II of the Heating Plant, construction of the Lacrosse/Field Hockey Complex, and the renovation of Blackwell Hall and Bookstore.

When you see your local legislators, please thank them for ending the budget impasse and passing a biennium budget and let them know you appreciate the additional base adequacy funding provided for Longwood and other colleges and universities.

FACULTY NEWS

Five Longwood University faculty members who retired after the Spring semester were honored recently in a reception.  Three of the faculty are members of the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science: Dr. Robert May, associate professor; Dr. E.T. Noone Jr., professor; and Dr. Robert Wu, associate professor. The others are Dr. Edna Allen, associate professor of social work, and Dr. Darryl Poole, associate professor of sociology.

Dr. Wu came to Longwood in 1965, Dr. Noone in 1967 and Dr. May in 1977. Dr. Allen, a Farmville native, started teaching part-time at Longwood in 1974 and full-time in 1980. Dr. Poole was vice president for academic affairs from 1992 to 1997, then taught full-time.  

We will also miss recently retired library director Dr. Calvin Boyer, who was director of the Library from 1993 until retiring Feb. 6. He chaired the faculty/staff portion of Longwood's comprehensive campaign, a turning point: The Campaign for Longwood.

As you relax this summer, perhaps you will consider a trip to Farmville to see the changes taking place at Longwood.  You will be proud and excited by the progress and the beauty of our campus.  John Adams said on April 24 that right now Longwood is “the most exciting institution in the state”.  I have to say that I agree and I cannot wait to share that excitement with you. I hope to see you soon.

